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Required Template


Buddhism
The first paragraph of the manuscript is the formal introduction and should forecast the essay.  It consists of four key elements: a hook, thesis statement, supporting sentences, and a transition sentence.  The hook is designed to grab the reader’s attention.  For this assignment, it could be about the impact of religion throughout the world.  Consider using statistics, a brief quote, or anecdote.  The thesis statement is one, declarative statement that reflects the main idea of the entire manuscript; it is the cornerstone of the paper, so give it careful thought.  Supporting sentences prepare the reader for the manuscript by identifying key points to be explored.  Avoid phrases such as, “This paper will discuss…”  A key to successful supporting sentences is to examine the outline of the paper and create two or three sentences that cluster these ideas in a fluid manner.  This paper has three key objectives.  The transition sentence is the hand off to the next paragraph.  For more details about the introduction, as well as an example, visit the Center for Writing Excellence > Tutorials & Guides > Essay Development [heading] > Guidelines for Writing Academic Essays > Organizing the Essay > Writing the Introduction.
Life of Buddha
This section should explore the life of Buddha from birth up to his enlightenment.  Discuss his given name, where he was born, a bit about his family, what led to him leaving the palace, what he saw that disturbed and inspired him to leave, and the circumstances surrounding his enlightenment.  Cite sources using APA.  The paragraph should be approximately 200 words.
Basic Teachings of Buddhism
This section should describe three of the main teachings of Buddhism.  Regardless of other teachings, this section should only focus on the Three Marks of Reality, Four Noble Truths, and Eightfold Path.  Do not just list or identify them; instead, briefly explain what each one means.  Cite your source of information using APA.  The paragraph should be approximately 150 words.
School of Buddhism
The last section should be to select any one of the common schools of Buddhism.  It can be Theravada, Mahayana, Vajrayana, or Zen.  Describe the basic tenets of faith.  Note where and how it evolved.  Explain how it is unique from other types or schools of Buddhism.  Be sure to cite a source.  This section should be approximately 250 words.
Conclusion
The conclusion is a single paragraph that summarizes the paper much like the introduction prepared the reader.  Restate the thesis to remind the reader of the main idea.  Summarize the highlights, but do not introduce anything new.  End with some final thoughts or a pronouncement the leaves the reader pondering.
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References
For this assignment, you need a minimum of five academic sources.  Your textbook is an excellent reference for starters.  Wikipedia, dictionaries, and encyclopedias are not appropriate academic sources and will not count toward the required minimum of five academic sources.
Notice that entries should be in hanging indent (the reverse of a typical paragraph indentation).  This template is already formatted for hanging indent.  Just click and type; the text will automatically wrap and reflect the correct indentation.
Consider using the Reference and Citation Generator at the Center for Writing Excellence.
Scripture or sacred text of any religion are not considered academic sources and therefore do not count as one of the required five sources.  In academic circles, they are considered literary sources, but not academic.
Entries should be listed in alphabetical order using the author’s last name.
